TABLE 29. Median years to doctorate, by broad field of study, sex, citizenship, and race/ethnicity: 2009

Time to degree and All fields Life sciences® Physical sciences” Social sciences® Engineering Education Humanities Other non-S&E fields
demographic characteristics Median Number  Median Number  Median ~ Number  Median Number  Median Number  Median Number  Median Number Median ~ Number
Years since bachelor's 9.3 45,636 85 10,519 75 7,681 94 7,190 7.9 7,079 16.2 6,008 11.3 4,533 12.4 2,626
All doctorate recipientsd
Sex
Male 90 24,216 8.5 4,733 7.6 5,410 9.7 2,989 7.9 5,560 16.0 1,996 11.3 2,185 12.3 1,343
Female 9.9 21,408 8.6 5,785 75 2,268 9.3 4,199 7.6 1,515 16.3 4,011 11.3 2,347 12.6 1,283
Citizenship
U.S. citizen or permanent resident® 96 31,452 8.3 7,582 7.0 4,320 9.3 5474 7.0 3,051 16.7 5,427 11.3 3,814 14.0 1,784
Temporary visa holder 89 13,762 9.1 2,862 8.2 3,296 9.7 1,628 8.2 3,975 12.1 513 11.0 671 10.5 817
Race/ethnicity (U.S. citizens and
permanent residents)
American Indian/Alaska Native 11.9 140 9.0 30 7.9 9 11.7 24 7.3 12 15.4 44 13.4 15 16.3 6
Asian 9.2 2,571 8.6 755 84 420 9.5 348 7.9 487 12.9 208 12.7 192 12.4 161
Black 12.3 2,129 9.1 404 8.0 131 10.9 364 8.6 133 16.0 763 13.0 164 15.7 170
Hispanic 10.3 1,830 8.0 386 7.3 184 9.9 390 7.7 158 16.3 374 12.0 252 16.0 86
White 9.3 23,605 8.1 5,731 7.0 3,414 9.1 4,103 6.9 2,137 17.3 3,880 111 3,036 14.0 1,304
Two or more races 9.1 647 8.0 157 7.0 77 9.2 151 7.0 59 145 88 11.6 83 14.8 32
Years since entering graduate school 7.7 44,667 7.0 10,321 6.7 7,594 1.7 6,958 6.9 7,013 12.3 5,811 9.5 4,403 9.7 2,567
All doctorate recipients®?
Sex
Male 76 23810 7.0 4,668 6.7 5,345 7.9 2,907 6.9 5,510 12.6 1,932 9.6 2,121 9.7 1,327
Female 8.0 20,847 7.0 5,651 6.5 2,246 7.7 4,049 6.7 1,501 12.3 3,879 9.5 2,281 9.9 1,240
Citizenship
U.S. citizen or permanent resident 7.7 30,800 6.7 7,434 6.2 4,246 7.7 5,335 6.3 3,043 12.8 5,276 9.7 3,726 10.7 1,740
Temporary visa holder 7.7 13,689 7.7 2,847 7.3 3,309 8.2 1,598 7.3 3,941 9.0 515 9.3 660 8.7 819
Race/ethnicity (U.S. citizens and
permanent residents)
American Indian/Alaska Native 9.9 127 7.0 27 6.1 8 9.3 21 6.3 11 11.7 43 10.5 12 14.7 5
Asian 7.7 2,569 6.9 764 74 419 7.8 335 6.7 496 9.9 209 10.5 189 10.2 157
Black 9.9 2,046 7.7 386 7.0 124 9.2 352 6.9 128 12.2 734 10.7 159 12.3 163
Hispanic 8.3 1,732 6.7 372 6.3 177 7.8 347 6.7 158 12.6 348 10.0 240 12.0 90
White 77 23244 6.7 5,637 6.0 3,370 7.3 4,047 6.2 2,149 135 3,790 9.3 2,979 10.3 1,272
Two or more races 7.3 639 6.7 151 6.0 78 7.3 151 6.3 58 10.9 88 9.7 81 10.4 32

% Includes agricultural sciences/natural resources, biological/lbiomedical sciences, and health sciences.
® Includes mathematics and computer and information sciences.

®Includes psychology.

includes only cases with a valid year of bachelor's award.
¢ Includes those of unknown citizenship, unknown race/ethnicity, and Native Hawaiians or Other Pacific Islanders not shown separately.
"Persons reporting Hispanic ethnicity, whether singly or in combination with one or more races, are included in the respondent-selected Hispanic ethnicity category.
9 Includes only cases with a valid year of entry into graduate school.

SOURCE: NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.
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